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To empower donors to give 
back to the community and 
provide solid conservative 
investment growth for donor’s 
funds to perpetually grow and 
provide for needs in Laredo 
long after the donor is gone. 
LACF desires to mature into an 
organization that is self 
sufficient and productive in 
helping donors as well as the 
nonprofits and residents of 
Laredo we serve. 
History 
Establishing a Foundation to 
serve South Texas was the 
vision of Stewart Kimball 
Martin. Dr. Ray M. Keck III 
and James Harrell were 
instrumental in making this 
vision became reality in 2005, 
when the LACF formally 
established its offices in Laredo 
for the purpose of mobilizing 
local resources in support of 
area nonprofit organizations and 
activities. 
LAREDO AREA COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION 
Inspired by Generosity, Empowered by Giving
MISSION  
The community foundation acts as a 
driving force to develop a permanent 
endowment, to assess and to respond to 
emerging and changing community needs, 
to provide a vehicle and service for donors 
with varied interest and levels of giving, 
and to serve as a resource catalyst for 
charitable activities in the community. 
www.laredofoundation.org (956)-326-2843
 
LACF has been leading the community in Educational Scholarships. Reaching higher levels of 
assets allow us to disperse more funds into areas of assistance like education that is becoming a 
greater need for our growing community. Partnerships with Texas A and M International University 
and endowment and scholarship assistance like Hannah Mendelsohn Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment, Stewart K. Martin Scholarship Endowment, Webb Consolidated ISD Scholarship 
Fund, and the Sames Scholar Fund help us meet the communities evolving needs.  
LACF ADAPTING TO 
COMMUNITY NEEDS
• In Laredo only 64.5% of persons 25 
years+ are high school graduates. 
• Less than 18% have a degree higher 
than high school diploma
A proud LACF Scholar 
shows off her degree 
from Texas A & M 
International University. 
Boys & Girls Club Executive 
Director Hector J. Noyola, the 
namesake of an endowment fund 
with LACF, and LACF Board 
Member Robert Summers are all 
smiles at a BGC Open House. 
Laredo is a population of 252,309 people in which 95.6% are of 
hispanic origin. The population has grown by 7% in the last 4 
years. Laredo is the #1 inland port of entry in the U.S. yet 31% of 
Laredo live below Federal Poverty Line. 
Melissa Martin Peters presents 
the first disbursement from the 
Stewart K. Martin Memorial 
Endowment to a Cotulla High 
School senior.
LACF Family of Funds have disbursed over $1.8 million to 




LACF  established offices in 
Laredo Texas for the purpose of 
mobilizing local resources in 
support of area nonprofit 
organizations and activities.
2005 
First initial gifts were from two 
local Laredo families for $100,000 
each.
2015 
By 2015, assets had grown to over 
$8.5 million, with over $1.5 
million in donor funds disbursed 
to assist local charities, 
scholarship programs, and other 
areas of need in the Laredo and 
South Texas Community.
2013 
The Foundation hit an impressive 
benchmark in 2013 when it 
surpassed $4.6 million in assets 
and added 13 new funds. 
2012 
In 2012, the ladies of the Women’s 
City Club decided to meet the 
needs of teachers in our 
community by creating a 
scholarship endowment with the 
Laredo Area Community 
Foundation. By 2013, the group 
was successful in reaching their 
goal of building up the 
endowment to a self-sustaining 
$100,000 Scholarship Fund. 
“The LACF is the greatest thing 
that ever happened to Laredo. 
Once we’re gone, that money will 
always be here to help people and 
make our city a better place to 
live. There’s a tremendous need, 
especially in this economic 
climate, so this is a good way to 
help people who need a step up.”
KEY DEVELOPMENTS
Over the years, we have developed lasting relationships and 
successful partnerships with many different kinds of donors and 
nonprofits to build a stronger community through donor-driven 
philanthropy. Our South Texas community nonprofits are the real 
winners from our generous donor family.
2010 
The Laredo Area 
Community Foundation 
hosted its first ever fundraising 
event on September 30, 2010 at 
the Laredo Country Club. Over 
350 guests were treated to dinner 
and a special appearance by 
celebrity columnist and author, 
Heloise Ponce Cruise, most noted 
for her widely syndicated lifestyle 
column, “Hints from Heloise.” 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving I. Greenblum
www.laredofoundation.org (956)-326-2843
 
The Laredo Area Community Foundation’s Board of Directors is made up of 
well-respected individuals and South Texas civic and community leaders who 
represent a diverse range of views, skills, backgrounds, and expertise. The all-
volunteer LACF Board members wholeheartedly believe in the Foundation’s 
mission and have a keen desire to affect positive change in their communities 
through charitable giving. 
As a community foundation we 
serve three purposes. As grant 
maker, a vehicle for 
philanthropy of individuals, 
organizations and corporations, 
and as a leader in the 
community uniting and 
advocating for needed 
programs, services and policies. 
Grant Maker 
As a grant maker we have 
granted out over 1.8 million 
dollars to nonprofits across 
South Texas and in Laredo in 
the past 7 years. This is a huge 
amount considering we are such 
a young Community 
Foundation with assets nearing 
the $10 Million mark. 
Vehicle 
Our passion is in being the 
avenue for philanthropy in the 
Laredo area and getting the 
funds to the nonprofits who can 
meet the local needs of our 
area. Through partnerships with 
many amazing nonprofits we 
transport the money to the 
locations desired by donors 
without all the tedious work of 
accounting, filing the IRS 990, 
disbursing, investing of funds, 
updates and reports and tax 
paperwork. 
Leadership 
We work with the local 
nonprofit program officers, 
donors, foundation executives 
and their boards to forge 
solutions to community 
problems and develop strategies 





WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO MAKE YOUR 
LEGACY?
It has been an honor, personally and 
professionally, to serve as Executive 
Director and Board President of the Laredo 
Area Community Foundation since 2009. I 
am proud of the progress the Foundation has 
made in realizing the dream and vision of 
Stewart Martin. of Cotulla, Texas. 
Anyone who wants to establish a donor fund can 
make a huge impact on someone’s life today. I 
invite you to become “Inspired by Generosity, 
Empowered by Giving” as a member of our 
LACF family of fund.
Best Regards,
